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This is the last President’s message that I write
for Tai Post. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank PP Claire and PP Peter for the excellent
works they have done to keep everyone
connected through this club bulletin that I am
proud of and I know many of the Rotarians in
the district are also fans of Tai Post.
Our community has been struck by COVID-19 for the past several months and the people lives and
career are currently affected by the ongoing pandemic. It is good to see Hong Kong flattening the
curves and the situation now is getting better so the Rotary meetings and District events have also
resumed. We have just had our one-day District Training Assembly on 13 June and the last Joint
Presidents Meeting on 9 June. It is an indication that this Rotary year is coming to an end and we shall
prepare for the next Rotary year. At these two events, we reviewed the overall performance of the
Rotary year and shared the direction and objectives in the coming year. I am pleased to share with you
that our club receives the Outstanding President Award with Distinction. There will be other awards to
be announced in the District Conference to be held on 28 June 2020.

During my presidency, I learnt a lot on building relationship with other
clubs and their presidents. In this month, we had two online joint Area 6
meetings with the invitation of famous speakers to connect with the
professional which is one of the visions of the District this year. We have
also connected with our sister club in the Philippines, Rotary Club of

To end, I would say being the President of RCTP is enjoyable but
really challenging. Throughout the whole Rotary year, I would like
to thank the Charter President, all Past Presidents, all board
members and all committee members, Rotarians, spouses, and

Makati San Lorenzo by organizing a joint zoom meeting with the good attendance of more than 40
participants. We are all eager to share with each other the current situations of two clubs.

families for your support. Finally, I
would like to wish the Incoming
President, PE Sally, and her board
members the very best in the
coming Rotary Year. Let us
continue to give them our support!
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EDITOR
SAYS

Under the current worldwide combat against COVID-19, a
number of world leaders are showing signs of fatigue.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is no exception as his
bearded look makes him look more dishevelled. I recall he was
still the handsome young man when he gave a beautiful speech
years ago upon being conferred an honorary degree from the
University of Edinburgh. I googled and found this speech and
here is an excerpt of what he said then:

‘Now, I know that many convocation speeches...hinge on the variation of the "Do big
things" mantra. And that's important. But I also think that it's equally important to
talk about the idea of "doing the small things in a big way". Maybe doing small things
in a big way means giving that extra 10 bucks a month to charity. Or sending your
mom flowers on a day other than Mother's Day. Or striking up a friendly
conversation with someone who looks totally different from you. Or trading your car
for a bike, when the sun's out. Whether you realize it or not, these things matter.

‘That extra 10 bucks just brought textbooks for a girl trying to get an education. Those flowers? Well, they just
made your mom's whole week. Your new friend's story will help you understand your own identity in a totally
different light. And that bike? Well, that bike is saving the planet. Your actions, today and tomorrow, big and
small, have an impact. So, be kind, say please and thank you, and hold the door… …’

The underlying idea is to tell the graduates to be KIND and
that in itself is very touching. Events in the past half year
have shown that our society, in particular our young
people, seems to be doing it the other way round: Doing
BIG things in a small way. The oft-quoted justification to
explain away the atrocious acts of violence, attacks, insults,
affronts, using foul language and even crimes is “The End

justifies the Means”. It is thought that so long as they have a noble cause, they were justified to do
whatever bad or evil things they like, entirely oblivious of the feelings of others.

Doing such “Big things” originates from one’s big-ego, selfishness and
self-centeredness. These elements easily prompt one to act on impulse.
In fact, if one can just hold calm and feel for others, one can live out the
“democracy” to achieve one’s ideals without stripping others of their
freedom.

“Do Small Things in a BIG Way” is to achieve something BIG by doing a lot of
small things. It requires bearing in mind the virtue of humility rather than to
ask for immediate results. In short, it is asking that one takes one step at a time:
converging small brooks to form a river which eventually will lead to the big
sea. And this coincides with what Rotary requires of us this year, that “Rotary
Connects The World”. When we make connections, we will not only see
ourselves but feel what others feel. We do for others what we do for ourselves.
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ROTARACT RISING
INFORMATION

R O T A R YFrom RI news May 2020

Peter Lam

At midnight on 30 June, hundreds of Rotaractors will ring in the new Rotary year
together. They will also be celebrating Rotaract’s ongoing evolution, including the
expansion of Rotary membership to include Rotaract clubs.

Rotaract’s elevated status within the organization was approved by Rotary’s Council on Legislation in 2019 as part of an
ongoing effort to make Rotary more appealing and welcoming to young professionals. “We keep telling Rotarians to find a
way to bring in young people, when we have them already and we seem to forget them,” says 2018-19 Rotary President
Barry Rassin. It was Rassin who formally proposed expanding the definition of Rotary membership to include both Rotary and
Rotaract.
After the Council approved revising the RI Constitution and Bylaws to include Rotaract as a membership type, the Elevate
Rotaract Task Force — made up of both Rotaractors and Rotarians — was formed and began surveying members to come up
with policy recommendations for the transition. “We’re hearing from Rotaractors all over the world,” says David D. Stovall, RI
treasurer and chair of the task force.
On the advice of the task force, the RI Board of Directors in October approved several changes to Rotaract — the most
notable being the removal of Rotaract’s upper age limit. As of 1 July, members of Rotaract will no longer be required to leave
their club when they turn 31. Clubs will still be able to set their own age limit, if they wish.
Elyse Lin, a member of the Rotaract Club of Taipei Tin Harbour in Taiwan who is also on the task force, says the age limit was
an obstacle for Rotaract members who wanted to stay involved with Rotary but either didn’t feel ready for a traditional
Rotary club or found the expense of joining one out of reach. “Once those members leave, it’s very hard to get them back
into the Rotary family,” Lin notes. Although some Rotaract alumni continue to participate in Rotaract events, she says, they
often no longer feel like a true part of the organization. With the rules change, she predicts some recent alumni will rejoin
Rotaract.
Other changes: New Rotaract clubs will not have to rely on a Rotary club to sponsor them; they can now sponsor themselves
or choose another Rotaract club as their sponsor. And Rotaractors are now eligible — and encouraged — to serve alongside
Rotarians on district and RI committees. “Elevate Rotaract is really a call for a closer partnership between Rotary and
Rotaract,” explains Clement Chinaza Owuamalam, a member of the Rotaract Club of Apo, Nigeria, who serves on the task
force.
Rotaract clubs will also gain more support from Rotary International, including access to administrative tools on My Rotary
and the option to subscribe to the digital edition of The Rotarian magazine. As the transition from Rotary program to
membership type gets underway, the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation also plan to discuss whether Rotaract clubs should
be eligible to apply for Foundation grants.
One thing Rotaractors are looking for, says Ronald S. Kawaddwa, a member of the Rotary Club of Kasangati, Uganda, is more
professional development opportunities. To meet this demand, a leadership training program Rotary is rolling out with
Toastmasters will also be available to Rotaract members. “At age 30, you are launching your professional career,” says
Kawaddwa, who is on the task force. “If Rotaract provides a better package in terms of professional development, that adds
value.”
In 2022, annual dues of $5 per person for university-based Rotaract clubs and $8 for community-based clubs will be
introduced to cover the cost of additional support for Rotaract clubs. RI will work to develop and promote alternative funding
sources to help Rotaractors pay dues, including fundraising opportunities.
Kawaddwa says that shifting the public perception of Rotary is particularly important to attracting more young people in his
region. “On the African continent, most of the population is below the age of 30,” he says. “If Rotary remained the way it was,
it would soon become irrelevant.”
Letting Rotaract members stay in their clubs longer gives them more time to learn about Rotary, Kawaddwa adds. “We hope
that these changes will produce stronger Rotarians, members who have served longer and gotten more experience and
mentorship while in Rotaract.”
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Peter Lam

With our Rotaractors & Interactors at 48th District
Conference May, 2008 at Regal Airport Hotel. 2008-09
President Armstrong in fact already took over presidency
at that time to replace Eric Mok who finished his term
earlier.

Our ladies at 54th DC DG Banquet at Crowne Plaza HK
Kln. East Hotel Feb. 2014. At this DC, we were
recognized for setting up our Taipo schools com-
based Interact Club and our interactors gave
presentation at a youth session.

Our ladies led by 58th DC chairlady PP Natalie and 2018-
19 RCTP first lady May at Star Wars Night DG Banquet at
Regal Airport Hotel June 2018.

Foundation Lunch at 59th DC at Galaxy Macau Hotel May
2019.

District Conference

At 56th DC DG Banquet in 橫琴 near Macau May 2016.
Big thanks to Rotaryanne Mary and Creamy for
dressing up in very cute traditional western costume to
perform!

At 53rd District Conference in Mission Hills Golf Club in
Dongguan April 2013 when Kenneth was our DG and
Ron our President. Our golfers Tsubaki, Man, Peter,
Jacky, Francis, Frankie must be very happy to have
joined the pre-conference golf game!

2019

2018

2016

2014

2013

2008
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Alaric Yim, son of PP William Yim

From Creativity, Idea to Innovation

sense, an idea arises in a reflexive, spontaneous manner, even without
thinking or serious reflection. For example, when we talk about a person, a
place or an object. This is the basic form of an idea, a simple thought.

This leads us to the next level in complex human thought - creativity.
Creativity is when we generate original ideas that may or may not be based on
an old idea. This is a defining feature of sentient thought – using rocks as
tools, fire, mathematics. However, ideas are meaningless on their own and
require knowledge and effort in order to be realized. This process is known as
innovation. Innovation is when an original idea is implemented to improve an
existing process, item or system.

Dreaming, however, is very different from the realization thereof. A large amount of knowledge,
technical skill and most importantly, passion are required to implement an original idea. I personally
believe that passion is something that one develops over the course of one’s life and is not something
that one can just pick up. What one can simply acquire, however, is knowledge. As my father always
reminds me, “Knowledge is like pillars. They are only stable when they support each other.” The idea
being the more knowledge one acquires, the stronger the conglomeration of knowledge, and the more
knowledge you possess, the more likely it is for spontaneous ideas to occur. That is why knowledge, or
the accumulation thereof, is important. It solidifies itself and allows innovation to occur.

This is why I absolutely live by this piece of wisdom. An example that comes to
mind immediately, is how my father transitioned from advanced manufacturing
solutions to the biomedical industry. Being in the business he is in today requires
knowledge and connections from both biomedical and manufacturing fields.
Without his years of experience in advanced manufacturing, he would never have
been able to make a jump and would have had to watch his opportunity pass by.
This reminds me to always keep an eye for opportunities to learn and accumulate
experience, so that I can also make the jump when the time comes. With that in
mind, I’d end by saying we should all make use of our time and opportunities and
expand our intellectual horizons to make life not only better, but also more
interesting and most of all, fulfilling.

T he capacity to create and understand the meaning of ideas is considered
to be an essential and defining feature of human beings. In a popular
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24 May 2020
Roger So

築喜大埔享.全.城 - 啟動禮

Build up Tai Po and share the whole town – Inauguration Ceremony

This event is the inauguration ceremony of the project 築喜大埔 享.全.城 jointly
organized by Rotary Club of Hong Kong City North and the Tai Po North Youth
Integrated Centre of The Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council (“NAAC”). The
objective of the project is to build-up happiness of the families in Tai Po
through sharing, gathering and contributing.

Other than the usual welcoming speeches and introduction by the officiating guests (President Dennis
Fu of RCHKCN, AG PP Polly Yeung and Deputy Executive Director Mr. Pang of NAAC), there were some
ice-breaking exercises and team building exercises. The attendees from RCHKCN, RCTP and the
participating families were able to have a better understanding among each other through some group
exercises and games.

Before ending the ceremony, the participating parties were each given a “lucky bag” comprising food
and useful stuff. Our President KF has also presented a prize for a winning family.

O n 24 May 2020, a delegation from RCTP led by President KF joined the
captioned event. Other attendees comprised PE Sally and her friend, VP
Wilson, PP Louis, PP Roger and Rotaryanne May, and Rotarian Danny.

It was an enjoyable event and perhaps in the future project activities of our club we should encourage
more interaction among the participants similar to this event.
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30 May 2020
Anthony Hung

District Interact Conference 2019-20
“COVID-19, Now and Beyond”

The Conference, entitled “COVID-19, Now and Beyond”,
commenced with an opening speech by District
Governor Wilson Cheng and members of the 2019-20
Joint Interact Council of D3450. Then, there was sharing
from the two keynote speakers: First, Professor Chong Tai
Leung, Department of Economics, CUHK on “Economic

T he District Interact Conference 2019-20,
supposedly one of the most important event of our
Interactors, was held discreetly on the Saturday of

Following on, there was sharing sessions from Interactors from
Singapore, Indonesia and California USA. They talked about the services
they did in their respective Districts in this trying period and how they
are coping with COVID-19.

About 60 Interactors and 20 Rotarians joined the Conference from
D3450, D3310 Singapore, D3401 Indonesia and D5280 Los Angeles,
California. In fact, over 100 persons had registered for the Conference
but only about 80 attended because they could not get in to Google
Meeting.

From RCTP, PDG Kenneth, PP Peter and I attended the Conference. Our
TTCA Interactors whom PP Peter invited have had their lessons recently
resumed and so were too busy to attend. I did not invite our Taipo
Schools Interactors and thus none of them participated but two of the
teacher-advisors did join. PP Peter left the Conference early. PDG
Kenneth found the Conference boring and might, he added jokingly,
have dozed off half-way. I stayed until the end. Whilst this is the first
time we had overseas Interactors attending the Conference, it should
have more people to attend especially Interactors from our District. All
in all it could have been organized better.

30th May 2020 via the Google Meet platform. ‘Discreetly’
because they only started to organize this Conference 3
weeks ago and there was limited promotion. The
attendance left much to be desired.

Development”. This presentation was
good but I do not think it was right
for this occasion. Second, Scarlett
Pong, JP Former President of
Pharmaceutical Society of Hong Kong
on “Health”. Her talk was interesting.
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13 June 2020
Wilson Woo

District Training Assembly

L Like every year, District 3450 organizes the District Training Assembly (DTA) for all incoming
Presidents and officers. This year, the DTA was held at Regal Airport Hotel on 13 June 2020
(Saturday).

Being one of the signature events in the District, our DG, PDGs and District Officers also attended the
Assembly. With all necessary preventive measures against the pandemic, our PDG Anthony, PDG
Kenneth, President KF, PE Sally, Rotarian Danny and I had represented our club to receive the training
and show our support which makes the DTA different.

I think it is very helpful to have the pre-assembly training materials
from RI Website (My Rotary – my.rotary.org). Many different topics
about Rotary are available for Rotarians to take which can enhance
our knowledge and understanding about Rotary. I highly recommend
you to take a look at the Learning Centre from My Rotary and see if
there is any topic that may interest you.
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Vikky Tam

Random Diary

W e have all suffered from the half year of the social movement & protests, another half year of the chaos
brought by the Covid-19 pandemic. Many of us have changed a lot in life-style, personalities, attitude,
pursuit of meaning in life and money, etc. How much have you transformed?

Home is not only sweet, but very safe. And we can do so much at home - studying, exercising, playing, watching,
cooking, baking ... everyday. The place has never been so big and warm to many of us.

A friend shared with me that getting more money is not her ultimate goal anymore. After the darkest past 12
months, she likes a simple and slow life style. Luxury goods are not that important and more properties are not
necessary at all. Peace is everything.

My small business had seen a decline of about 30% in the second half of last year, with almost no sales revenue
for the past 6 months. I understand there is not much I can manage to increase the business within a short
period of time. Knowing there are many others facing similar situation, and all walks of life are being affected, I
think I can do more charity works for those people in need. Yes, like what many of you do, I was spending time
helping the elderlies.

Last October, I had lunch with best friends Nancy & Elizabete. I initiated a charity project: painting colourful,
nature pictures on walls. People will see it when they pass by, immediately feeling a sense of relaxation and relief,
being refreshed and filled with positive energy. A project with absolutely no politics, no religion. Hong Kong
people indeed needs encouragement very badly.

1+1+1= limitless possibilities. I am so pleased that the first “Paint for a
Beautiful Hong Kong” wall painting finished on 8 Mar 2020 in Tuen Mun.
The second one was in Hunghom. Then we painted in Tin Shui Wai &
Tsing Yi. We hope to paint as many walls as possible all over Hong Kong.

Millions thanks to the volunteers and sponsors to make it happen. All
money goes to paying for the direct painting cost. We will share with all
sponsors the detailed I/E after having painted every 10 walls. May I invite
you to sponsor and join with your family as volunteers to paint together,
to cheer Hong Kong people up, and to build our home more beautiful?
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11 June 2020, Thursday, at Truffle House
Claire Mak

RCTP Fellowship Dinner

We were told beforehand that there was no particular run-down
for the evening. Who needed one when there was the much-
needed catching up to do? But given that this day, 29 years ago,
RCTP was chartered and thus our club’s birthday, President K F did
invite CP Donald to say a few words about establishing our club,
and perform birthday cake-cutting. Then K F conducted a short
quiz about RCTP anecdotes with prizes to be won. You’d be
surprised that most of those who won were not the more ‘mature’
members of RCTP, but spouses and kids!

The Pandemic has stalled all activities in the past
months. Even though we met almost weekly on
the Zoom platform, we have missed meeting

each other in person a lot so that once PP Frankie
announced that there would be a Fellowship Dinner
on 11 June 2020, the number of sign-ups quickly
surged to 32 in no time. The Dinner took place in an
eatery in Causeway Bay specializing in truffle as its
name unequivocally suggests, and RCTP had enjoyed
a cheerful and long awaited get-together!
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Thanks to PP Frankie with OC members PP Vikky, PP Natalie, PE Sally and VP Wilson Woo for patching
up this much needed dinner meeting for us. Hopefully more gatherings are in the pipeline! Happy
birthday again Rotary Club of Tai Po!

The menu for the day was nicely designed - fusing truffle with other ingredients for a variety of dishes.
One of them, the Applewood-smoked French quail, was not only gimmicky as smoke oozed right upon
their lid being lifted, they are actually juicy and tender. Coupled with all kinds of wines and drinks, and
the photogenic grizzly (masked) bears all gave a boost to the atmosphere.
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18 May 2020 Area 6 Joint Virtual meeting

Toasting to the good health
and well-wishes of all the
participants.

Keynote Speaker Prof. Witman
Hung’s speech on “The Development
and Opportunities in Guangdong,
HK Macau Greater Bay Area”
attracted attendance from of
participants beyond those from Area 6.

Area 6 clubs co-
hosted the
Joint Virtual
Meeting via the
VooV platform.

REGULAR 
MEETINGS

Congratulations Jodhy and Gary
Welcome Isaac Elan Yeung&

11 June is a delightful day. 29 years ago, Rotary Club of Tai Po was
chartered! This year, in 2020, on this same day, we were similarly overjoyed
to receive a piece of delightful news. Isaac Elan Yeung was born to our
Rotaractors PP Jodhy and Gary. Both mother and child are well and healthy.

Jodhy started out as an interactor and later on became a

Wow, to have the same birthday as RCTP, Isaac must start
from babyractor all the way to becoming one of us at RCTP!

member of Rotaract Club of Tai Po. She was president for 2 years: during 2011-
12 and 2012-13. Gary was president of RAC Tai Po in the year 2017-18. They
are married on 24 July 2019 when quite a lot of us from RCTP attended the
Wedding. Both remain active Rotaractors of the Club.
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8 June 2020

Speaker for the meeting was Social Worker
Mr. Man Ng who introduced to us about
“Tai Po Baptist Church Social Service”.

VP Wilson Woo gave a
Vote of Thanks to our
Speaker.

The bag of
Mushroom given out
by PP Wilson Lam for
raffle draw was won
by PP Ron Chung.

We toasted to
Rotary the world
over coupled
with the Rotary
Club of Tai Po

VP Wilson Woo won the bottle of Perrier
Jouet champagne given out by PDG
Anthony for raffle draw.

1 June 2020 Club Assembly
Members at Club
Assembly listened
to PE Sally about
plans for the
coming year with

Members chipped in to the discussion at Club Assembly.

emphasis on Environmental Protection such
as effective recycling of cans and bottles.
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15 June 2020

The Joint Meeting RC Makati San Lorenzo and Tai Po was moderated by RCTP International Service Chair
Henry Wang and as he repeated a number of times, it was ‘exciting’. The number of participants exceeded 40!

President KF rang the Rotary bell to start the meeting.
Both he and Presidents Carol shared recent club
activities & International projects.

President Elects Sally & G J shared with us their outlooks to the coming year.

DGE Cha Cha gave a preview of her outlook as
Governor-to-be.

PDG Kenneth Wong spoke about the ‘delayed’
Rotary Italy PPE Project and the approaching
“Rotary Connects the World Forum”.

Birthday celebrations & singing for birthday boys and 
girls of May and June.

RCTP Rtn. Henry offered the bottle of Margaux Red wine which
he won at the Area 6 Joint meeting on 18 May for Raffle draw
and the lucky winner was PP Ron Chung; whereas RC MSL’s
raffle gift of a nice COVID kit set was won by PFL Carmen.

We all toasted to the wellness and good 
health of Rotary and the two clubs.



Date Time Event Venue

22 June 19:00 Regular Meeting
Speaker: Mr. Nick Chan
Topic: National Security Law

Fincher Room, KCC

28 June 10:00 60th District Conference
“Sixty Years of Connecting”

Regal Airport Hotel,
9 Cheong Tat Road,
Lantau Island

29 June 19:00 Wrap Up Meeting The Pavillion, KCC
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Perfect Attendance

#rctaipo

The editorial board
Claire Mak
Peter Lam

Tai Post wants to hear from you.
Write in to clairerctp@gmail.com

Tai Post reserves the right to edit articles for
length and clarity.

Got Something to say?

Average attendance: 72.5 %
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