
It seemed like the events that evolve 
around RCTP are never ending.  On  
November 9th, we had our most 
celebrated event for the year – CP 
Donald’s birthday.  I must apologize 
first for coming in late, but on the 
same night was the Annual Ball of 
Hong Kong North as well as that of 
RC New Territories.  Good that the 

crabs were still “fresh” when I got 
there.  CP Donald was, as usual, 
the spotlight, the main character.

There are, however, two things I 
needed to highlight.  First is our 
tradition of getting a successor to RCTP’s future leadership 
on CP Donald’s special night, and this year, it was great 
that the “Iron Lady,” my most capable sergeant, Vikky has 
agreed to lead us for the Rotary year 2015 – 16 (I have 
promised to be her sergeant during that year though.)  
Second, has anyone noticed an email by our long serving 
loyal executive secretary, Meipo, on the next day…?  I 
never quite know that Meipo was this expressive and 
talented.  If you missed it, turn the pages to the article 
about CP Donald’s Birthday Party.

Another special event of mine… Obama got re-elected US 
President.  My family is happy that he won and I have a lot 
to say about this, but let’s do that another time.

Upcoming events… our Adopt A School partner, TTCA’s 1st

Career Expo on Nov 17th.  We’ll be meeting the students 
and, a special host, our own ex member, retired principal 
Joshua Yau.  

Three more items, our club will be visiting RC NT on 
November 19 as special guest to join their joint meeting 
with their baby clubs – their baby clubs are mostly Area 6 
clubs, so this is turning out to be quite an Area 6 event.  Do 
remember District Golf on November 23rd.  Finally, finally, 
do remember we are having our return to Royal Plaza 
Hotel for the November 26th meeting.

Get ready for Xmas and New Year.
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President’s Message
Ronald Chung
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Since my last message, a few things happened.  The 
big one is, of course, from our October 18th meeting 
with the Tai Po school principals set up by PP Ping that 
may lead to the FIRST Interact Club in Hong Kong that 
is based on a network of schools (as all our interact 
clubs now are single school based.)  If this comes to 
fruition, this will be another #1 for the Rotary Club of 
Tai Po.  PDG Tony and PP Ping are working on this.   
Please give them as much help as possible.  

Along the line of the new 
generation, our own 
Rotaract Club had their 
installation shortly after 
our October 18th meeting 
on October 21st.  Does 
anyone know how old is 
our Rotaract Club? 

We also had our 1st visit by the District Officer of Tai Po 
in October, on the 29th.  Paul Cheng is his name and 
he is young.  He is also very new on the job.  However, 
from his presentation and 
our conversation with him, 
everyone can tell that he is 
very sharp and very 
knowledgeable about Tai 
Po.  I really hope that 
something good can happen 
with RCTP during his tenure.

Otherwise, the District crowned its lady champion of the 
10K race on November 4th, and may I suggest 
everyone giving our warmest of congrats to Rotaryanne
Connie (I know I said it before, but as a champion from 
RCTP, she deserves a lot more.)  Now the question is, 
how “fast” can IPP Tsubaki run, because he ran fast 
enough to capture Connie and her heart to build a 
beautiful family.
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Claire Mak
Editor Says … …

In the 60s and 70s of the last century, the most 
popular electronic item in any family was the TV set 
- the whole family gathered in front of the TV just 
like centuries ago when people gathered around the 
fire to listen to story telling.  When primary school 
kids vied for watching TV, 
teen-agers fought over the use 
of the phone. In the past, it was 
also “in” to invite friends and 
classmates home and turned on 
the hi-fi to exhibit adolescent 
rebellion.

Time has changed and it changes fast.  Kids these 
days seldom watch TV programs from a television 
set.  They prefer watching programs on-line at their 
time and at their pace.  They no longer fight over use 
of the phone because mobile phones are so 
ubiquitous!  Just like we no longer (need to) know 
what Telex was, young people nowadays may not 
know what hi-fi is. They only know Wi Fi!

Not too long ago, teens had to queue for the use of 
desktop computer: to do homework, to do research, 
to watch YouTube … but even the desktop 
computer has become            a thing of the past.  
School kids all have                      their own laptop.

Recently, the intelligence phone has almost 
completely overtaken the laptop computer.  Once 
you switch on an intelligence phone, you can chat on 
the phone, serve the net, check email and even log on 
to watch HD TV shows and movies!  The 
intelligence phone has quickly become the family 
“bible”.  Every member of the family studies it so 
intensely that family talking time becomes minimal.  
BUT that does not mean there is communication 
breakdown.  Just the other way round - they are
virtually talking non-stop; all the time they are doing 
WhatsApp with each other.
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On day’s end, family members 
may bump into each in the 
living room near the socket 
panel and greet each other 
knowingly, “hey, need to re-

charge the battery?” or maybe an additional, “No 
wonder I failed to WhatsApp you!”

In the past, a classic meeting arrangement is for the 
parties to discuss carefully on a convenient place 
and time to meet up and then dutifully show up at 
the appointed time and place.              It is 
drastically different these days.                      Go ask 
your kid.  The only meeting
arrangement is simply “let’s                  chill out 
somewhere!” No more … or              maybe a 
superfluous “Let me App you later” and that’s it! 

Development in technology forces us to be living 
day in and day out on the superhighway.  This also 
affects how Tai Postis put together.  When 
contributors of Tai Postare not responding to email 
chase-up, a WhatsApp message somehow always do 
the trick.  All photos are digital and come very 
efficiently from different sources, either from 
members or from graphics search on the net.  
Editing of text or photos are made very user 
friendly.  As for event coverage, sometimes, like the 
time when our members were over in Tai Pei at our 
sister club’s charter dinner, WhatsApp allows those 
of us having to stay in Hong Kong a real time 
coverage of the fun those over Tai Pei were having 
and be jealous! 

Things are progressing so quickly 
that one always has to be alert and 
adaptive or risk people around you 
thinking you are from the Stone Age! 
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Rotary Information  
Interact clubs celebrate the program’s golden anniversary
By Daniela Garcia, Rotary News -- 5 November 2012

The very first Interact club, formed at Melbourne High School in Melbourne, Florida, USA,
is joining Interact clubs and their sponsors around the globe in celebrating the program’s 
50th anniversary during World Interact Week, 5-11 November.

The Melbourne club received its charter in November 1962, under the guidance and sponsorship 
of the Rotary Club of Melbourne, Florida, USA. In celebration of the golden anniversary, charter
members of the club joined current Interactors and Rotarians from District 6930 for a night of 
reflection and fellowship. 

“What makes Rotary great is what makes Interact great,” says Michael Welch, president of
the Rotary Club of Melbourne, who helped plan the anniversary event. “For a person -- especially 
a young person, an Interactor -- to appreciate the concept of Service Above Self, and then put 
it to work on their own time, it’s a special experience that can change a lot of lives.” As 
part of the celebration, Melbourne Interactors gave a presentation on the history of Interact.
District Governor-nominee Juan Ortega explained how his experiences with Interact in 
Colombia led him to join Rotary.  The present-day Interactors and their sponsors also re-created 
an iconic photo of their club that appeared in The Rotarian in 1962. 

Texas Interactors
The Interact Club of Robert E. Lee High School in Baytown, Texas, USA, which was 
chartered just months after the club in Melbourne, is celebrating the anniversary with various 
events, including a roundup on 15 September that was attended by more than 320 Interactors
from across District 5890. 

The Texas Interactors created a video showing photos and projects from the past five decades,
in addition to networking with fellow Interactors and Rotarians. The Interactors and the Rotary 
Club of Baytown, which sponsors the club, presented two cakes, one to mark their club’s 
anniversary and the other for the Interact program.  The celebrations continued 27 September 
as RI President Sakuji Tanaka spoke at an all-club meeting held by the district. Garrett Kneese, a district Interact leader, discussed 
the importance of Interact and Rotary. 

The Interactors are also conducting service projects to mark the anniversary. District Interactors went door-to-door with their Rotary 
sponsors on 31 October collecting nonperishable food for the district’s Interact Hungry Harvest program. The club set a goal of 
donating 3,000 cans to local food pantries and issued a challenge to other Interact clubs to match their efforts. 

As an ongoing service project, the Interactors sort and pack used textbooks for Rotary Books for the World, a literacy project that 
collects reading and writing materials for schools in the developing world.   Tommie Buscemi, a member of the Rotary Club of 
Kingwood, Texas, USA, and cochair of the district’s Interact committee, says she’s seen how Interact has benefited its members by 
showing them how valuable they are to their community. “They’re the future of our country and the future of Rotary,” she says. “The 
program rewards them for being great leaders. They step up and do what’s important.” Buscemi adds that Rotary clubs can also 
benefit by working with Interactors. “They inspire Rotarians to look at things differently,” she says. “They’re teaching us, through 
social media, how we can change the way we’re doing things and how we can make a bigger impact.”

Other celebrations 
In San Antonio, Texas, District 5840 is holding its third annual New Generations Interact Conference at The Winston School San 
Antonio on 10 November. Tom Thorfinnson, a past RI director and vice president, will be the keynote speaker. Five Interact clubs
are working with Habitat for Humanity on a building project in January, and 12 Interact clubs are raising money for wells in 
Honduras. Interactors are holding fundraisers, including a golf tournament and a 5K run, in an attempt to raise US$11,500. The 
district has also created pins commemorating the 50th anniversary for Interactors. 

A re-creation of the photo with current 
Interactors and members of the 
sponsoring Rotary club

The Rotary Club of Melbourne, Florida, 
sponsored the first Interact Club, 
chartered at Melbourne High School, in 
1962.  Rotarians and Interactors (center) 
posed for a picture



The coastline at      
sunset, the colourful 
houses, the sea 
breezes, and a 
leisurely glass of 
beer… no wonder 
people sing Come 
Back to Sorrento with 
such romantic 
longing.

Sicily was exposed to
Greek, Latin and Roman 
colonisation. But what 
I did not know is that it 
also receives distinctive 
Muslim and Islamic 
influence over its culture 
and architecture.

Against such a colourful 
history, the old churches,
chapels and palaces are of such beauty and 
grandeur that they simply dwarf any building 
in terms of art, religion, architecture and 
history whether in Hong Kong or elsewhere.
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Trip to Southern Italy, Sicily and Malta
Claire Mak

Last year is probably not the best year for me.  
Now that the issue which had grounded me in 
Hong Kong had thankfully been resolved, my 
parents and I decided to go abroad for a much 
needed break.  We therefore took a 10-day trip 
to the less travelled Southern Italy, Sicily and 
Malta in late September/early October.

The Places
The main ports of call 
of our trip are Naples, 
Sorrento and Capri in 
Itlay; Palermo and 
Siracusa in Sicily; 
Taormina and Gozo 
Island in Malta.

All these places carry a 
unique legacy of 
culture and feature 
major archaeological 
attractions. 

Starting in Italy , I was overwhelmed by the 
relics in Pompeii.  All inhabitants and activities 
there seem to have been frozen in time as the 
city was buried under 20 ft of ashes overnight 
by the volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 
AD79.

Also overwhelming but on an entirely non-
devastating note, are the cities of Capri and 
Sorrento, both of which are mesmerisingly 
scenic!

Claire and parents 
in front of Castel 
Nuovo, Naples

The ‘preserved’ remains of a 
pregnant woman of Pompeii in 
AD79 

Claire the “Thinker”

Beautiful Sorrento 

On the coast of the 
Isle of Capri 

The unique turquoise sea water had enticed us 
to try the exciting kayak into the Blue Grotto 
which is a sea-weathered blow-hole on the 
coast of Capri.

Taking the tramway to the top of Anacapri also 
allowed me a breath-taking view of the whole 
Isle of Capri.

The Blue Grotto from outside and within. 

Tramway 
took me up 
Anacapri 

Colourful 
Sorrento sunset 

Old town hall in Sicily 

In the old city ruins of 
Taormina, Sicily 

Bird’s eye 
view from 
Anacapri  

Continue 



Altar relic at 
Aggrigento

The Food

Italian food is heavy.  
Italians make abundant 
use of olive oil and 
cheese.

Our usual meal 
comprises appetizer
of either spaghetti 
or pizza followed 
by main course of 
seafood / meat with salad.  We have beer or 
wine to wash down and cap it with gelato and a 
strong cup of coffee.

Maltese cuisine is slightly more British. For 
instance, on the last dinner, we had enjoyed the 
conventional appetiser of bouillabaisse, 1st

entrée of seafood spaghetti, 2nd entrée of baked 
fish fillet with salad, followed by dessert of 
tiramisu and a nice cappuccino.

Under the Mediterranean climate, fruits are in 
abundance.  The colourful array of fruits and 
vegetables are very appealing.
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Inside the Armoury Museum 
Garden, Malta town 

The Blue Window at Gozo Island 

At the ruins on Gozo Island 

The splendid décor inside 
Church of St. John’s 

The People

Of Italy - Italians are very laid back. Just to 
demonstrate: those vendors who sell postcards 
do not have the good sense to sell the stamps 
for posting them.  Other than at the post office, 
stamps are only sold in Tobacco shops – no, 
not even in convenience stores! In the whole 
Isle of Capri, there is just ONE shop selling 
stamps and upon my enquiry, the vendor just 
shrugged his shoulders and laid open his 
palms, an indication of “sorry, can’t help…”
When I asked where I might get just a stamp, 
he waved in the air and said, “Naples!” I had 
intended to post the postcard from Capri and 
that’s the point of asking.  If I were to get back 
ashore at Naples, I needed not have searched!

Of Sicily - As I walked through Sicily I was on 
the lookout for anyone remotely resembling 
the Godfather but did not come across any.  
The southern Italians and Sicilians are rather 
short even though they do have the marked 
features typical of Italians.  I guess that was 
why Al Pacino who is of short stout build and 
deep eyes really look the part of the mafia 
boss.

Of Malta - Maltese & English are the official 
languages of Malta, however most people 
speak a 3rd and 4th language, mainly one of 
these:- Italian, French, German, Spanish or 
Arabic. Having been a British colony for over 
200 years, until the last couple of decades 
(Independence in 1964, with the British force 
leaving permanently in 1979), there is a very 
strong affinity to Britain, although there is a 
healthy dose of Italian lifestyle in Maltese 
culture, mainly in the cuisine and the rather 
laissez-faire attitude.

The Maltese Cross,                       also known 
as the Amalfi cross,                     is the national 
symbol of Malta.                      The Maltese 
euro coins of one and two euro denomination 
carry the Maltese cross.

Bird’s eye 
view of 
Malta 

Malta , on the other hand, has been a British 
Colony and, even though with much 
geographical proximity, is a little less Italian.  
It is better known for the stamps it issues. The 
city carries intense colonial flavour.

Look at those colourful capsicum 

I just love the plump eggplants!

Enticing display of fruits on a 
wagon outside Taormina

Choosing from the vast 
variety of cheeses

Pizza as appetiser 
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Baby Club - Rotary Club of Central 4th Annual Dinner
Theme: Make it One
Date: 10 November 2012
Venue: Main Lounge, Helena May, 35 Garden Road, Central
Dress code: Fair lady / Gatsby

Tai Po members form the bulk at the “ 818” Japanese Dinner Party at Wanya Japanese Restaurant on 23rd October
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Hurray! Tai Po Runners!
Claire Mak

On 4 November, whilst you might still be in bed catching up with the much needed 
sleep, 3 teams each with 4 runners representing Tai Po were already doing stretching 
and warming up for the Rotary 10K Race in Shatin.

Rotaryanne Connie san 
was champion in both the 
Rotary Ladies Master and 
also Open Ladies Master 
races.  Congratulations!

PP Matthew was 5th 
and 15th respectively in 
the Rotary Men Master 
and the Open Men 
Master races. 

01:36:55
01:15:35
01:18:17
01:07:14

Jolly Yiu
Alfred Lau
Karen Tong

Tse Wing Kit
03:41:06

RAC of Tai 
Po Team 15

42

01:13:08
01:11:01
00:51:49
00:56:57

Connie Yeung
Francis Au

Matthew Yum
Roger So

02:59:46
RC Tai Po 
Team 16

14

01:19:20
00:50:46
00:57:05
01:05:07

Iris Li 
Tony Luk
Jodhy Mak
Stanley Siu

02:52:59
RAC of Tai 
Po Team 14

10

TimeNameTeam TimeTeam NameTeam Ranking

Roger came 14th and Francis 33rd in both the 
Rotary Men Senior and Open Men Senior races. 

Rotaract PP Stanley 
Siu was respectively 
28th and 51st in the 
Rotary Men Open and 
the Open Men Open 
races.Rotaract President Jodhy came 3rd in both Rotary Ladies Junior and 

Open Ladies Junior races. 

Rotaractor Tony Luk was 4th and 10th 
respectively in the Rotary Men Junior 
and the Open Men Junior races 

Well done Tai Po runners! We 
are proud of you.  By the way, 
the unique souvenir medal was 
the product of our PP Wilson! 
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CP Donald’s birthday celebration (Hairy crabs night)
Meipo Leung

Date: 9th November, 2012 (FRIDAY)
Venue: Yau Yat Chuen Garden City Club

Each year is a number but that’s just the start.
Try counting the good deeds you so often do;

Kind words you’ve said; nice places you’ve been;
Good books you’ve read; friendship you’ve struck.

And you’ll know why your birthday counts more each year

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR GREAT FOUNDER!!

Who came along?

- Old buddy Mandarin: all the time being surrounded by members and
their wine glasses 

- Birthday star CP Donald and his "YAP" "YAP" "YAP" "YAP".
- Core member PP Matthew and his family, ex-member Jenny Chan & 

her family
- Known for a long time: PP Man's uncle & auntie
- Madam Ngan & Rex: Rex played happily with 3 lovely Princess 

Charlotte, Elizabeth, Angel and had some boys’ talks with JT & 
Ethan occasionally

- Our potential member Ms. Cat Choy 
- Our grown up kids: Joyce, Chloe, Grace, Wesley
- Our long time no see fellows: David & Sally, Incoming President of 

Rotary Club of Tai Po ... Bangkok office Sasha & Viol, Michael, 
Rainy & Hayman. Hayman has grown up a lot in size and so has her 
Mother

What else other than birthday celebration?

- P. Ronald hastily conducted our regular meeting No. 989 (lucky number)
- Presented trophy cup to Champion Lady Tsubaki (Connie san)
- Members rejoiced when PP Man announced the rejoining of Michael. When someone called out {咀佢} Bangkok President Sasha

readily took up this mission with 101% willingness.
- With a lot of drinking and laughing, we have confirmed our successor for Rotary Year 2015-2016.
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What brought forth the success of Party 119?

- the presence and participation of our members, rotaryannes, family members and friends
- good venue: thank you, IPP Tsubaki
- good food & wines: thank you, Adm. Chair VP Natalie
- good crabs: thank you, Wanda & PP Wilson (from procurement to delivery)
- good photographer: thank you, DS Peter. Apparently he was trying to make up his time loss 

and has worked so diligently that his camera couldn't stand him any longer and ran out of 
battery eventually. Without a moment of hesitation, he took my camera and started off again.

I left the party when Louis & Stephen started singing & yelling with their  “UNCHAINED MELODY”.
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Youth CornerYouth Corner
The 15th Installation of Rotaract Club of Tai Po 

cum New Members Induction
Jodhy Mak

The 15th Installation of Rotaract Club of Tai Po cum New Members 
Induction was a success.  On behalf of Rotaract Club of Tai Po, I 
would like to express my greatest gratitude for the participation 
and the on-going support from Mother Club.  

I am glad to report that we have 6 new members this Rotaract
year from various professions, namely, journalism, politics, 
engineering, accountancy, etc.  Our club has professionals from 
different fields!

Undoubtedly, the proficiency, experience and coherency of the 
team foster this promising club; but the opportunities, on-site 
support, as well as resource back-up from Rotarians of Mother 
Club are other contributing factors.   I am proud to have such a
strong and supportive Mother Club.

The second year of presidency in the club would be another 
challenging yet enjoyable task, particularly in being an even more 
competent leader.  My goal this year would be, first, to maintain 
the club’s sustainability and prosperity; second, to exert effect to 
the community through organizing various events; third, to 
connect the club to the international level. 

I am ready and my team is ready!

Highlights of the Installation

Speakers and guests

Group Photo

Rotaract Club of Tai Po Board 
+ New members + Rotarians from Mother Club 

+ Miss Kwok and Interactors from TTCA
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Regular Meeting

Cosy Club 
Assembly

Tai Po District 
Officer Paul 
Cheng spoke 
generally about 
administrative 
matters in Tai 
Po

PE Francis won the 
bottle of wine given 

out by PP Louis

5 November 

Lucky Louis was the 
raffle draw winner and 
took home a bottle of red 
wine given out by 
Pres. Ron

29 October 

Directors and 
Chairs at the 
Board Meeting 

William claimed 
his raffle prize of 
a bottle of limited 
edition French 
champagne from 
VP Natalie 

Birthday girls Rtnn
Angela and PP Pearl was 
joined by PP Ping as they 
cut the birthday cake

Armstrong, 
Jacky and 
Peter getting 
their 
birthday 
gifts -
belatedly 



Oct Winners  
(100% attendance):

Francis Au, Ronald Chung, 
Anthony Hung, Natalie 

Kwok, Peter Lam, Wilson 
Lam, Claire Mak, Man Mo 
Leung, Vikky Tam, Louis 
Tang, Masayuki Tusbaki, 

Kenneth Wong, Frankie Wu

% of attendance of 
regular meetings 

(inclusive of make ups) 

On leave in Oct
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Chief Editor : 
Claire Mak
The Editorial Board : 
Peter Lam & Ronald Chung & Francis Au
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Got something to 
say?

Tai Post wants to hear 
from you.  Write in to 
claire.mak@rctaipo.org

Tai Post reserves the 
right to edit articles for 
length and clarity.

Upcoming Events

Day Time Topic Venue

Royal Plaza Hotel, Prince Edward Road W.AGM & Club election7:00 p.m.3 Dec 2012 (Mon)

Student Activity Centre, TTCA, 8 Lai Hong St., Cheung Sha Wan
Installation ceremony of Interact Club of Tsung TsinChristian Academy

10:00 a.m.1 Dec 2012 
(Sat)

162 Hammer Hill Road, Diamond Hill, Kowloon2012 District Interact Training Workshop10:00 a.m. 24 Nov 2012 (Sat)

Mission Hills DongguanLeadbetter Course2012 District Golf Tournament1:00 p.m. 23 Nov 2012 (Fri)

Royal Plaza Hotel, Prince Edward Road W.Presentation by Mr. Jason Ho & Ms. Scarlette Cheng of HK Blind Union
7:00 p.m.10 Dec 2012 (Mon)

Royal Plaza Hotel, Prince Edward Road W.Club visit by 2 Rylarians7:00 p.m.26 Nov 2012 (Mon)

Oct 10th    56.7%
Oct 15th    63.3%
Oct 22nd   56.6%
Oct 29th    46.6%

“Nov”
18th    Donald Yap 

(Hon. Member)
24th Michael Lee
25th Pearl Dang 

David Chan, 
Sasha Chu, 
Jacky Sung, 
Sincere Yip, 
Patrick Yung

in Oct        

Paul Chan, 
Roger So, 
Ada Wu

RC TAI PO CHRISTMAS PARTY

Date:  15 December 2012, Saturday
Venue: Auditorium, Heung Yee Kuk Building 

No. 30, Heung Yee Kuk Building, On 
Muk Street, Shek Mun, Shatin

Time: 6:30 pm
Dress Code: Smart Casual
Highlights: (1) First ever joint X’mas party with Baby Clubs Central and SoHo.

(2) Santa Claus, exchange of presents, karaoke
Heung Yee Kuk Building was completed in April 2011 and managed by the Heung
Yee Kuk. It is a three-storey building of   over 100,000 square feet.  The external 

design showcases Oriental ancient architectural beauty. The Building is 10 
mins walk from Shek Mun MTR; or if you drive and park           there, mention 
“Leung Wo Ping’s guests”


	Nov 2012 (page 1-6)
	Nov 2012 (page 7-8)
	Nov 2012 (page 9-12)

